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Information for students remaining on site during the 
Winter vacation period 2025-26 

 

Accommodation 
During the Winter vacation period all accommodation blocks will remain open to residents.  Please note that during 

the holidays the normal rules of residency still apply, including the rules for having guests on site.  

Students remaining in College are advised that there may not be any other residents on their floor or 

accommodation block during the vacation period, particularly between 25th December and 1st January. If you wish to 

relocate for all or part of the vacation, the College will consider finding temporary rooms in West House. Please 

contact the Accommodation Officer by Monday 15th December if you wish to temporarily relocate. 

Anna Maria Ercolani-Brown, Accommodation Officer (accommodation@homerton.cam.ac.uk) will be available until 

12pm on 24th December. She will be back to the office from 8am on 2nd January. 

A note for residents 
The MAB pedestrian gate can be accessed by card at night.  Please, could those who will be staying in residence 
during Christmas Day (25th December) and Boxing Day (26th December) ensure before 24th December that they can 
operate the MAB pedestrian gate by putting their card on the reader then push to open or pull to close: if the card 
does not allow access, please visit the Porters to have the access added.  

Student Access  
Access into the College from 24th December to 1st January inclusive will be: 

• via the pedestrian and vehicle gate (half open) on Hills Road in front of the Mary Allan Building from 05:30 

till Midnight, card access outside of these times. 

• via the visitors’ car park in Harrison Drive from 05:30 to Midnight, card access outside of these times.  

• All other gates/doors will be card access only 

 

Activities 
What’s going on in College and in the University and wider city  

 

Winter Vacation Activity Guide  
The Cambridge SU guide provides information about things to do in Cambridge and 

beyond:  https://www.cambridgesu.co.uk/whatson/ 

If you’ll be in Cambridge over the winter holidays, you’re welcome to join the Winter Vacation WhatsApp Group via 

the Cambridge SU’s Winter Holiday Activities Guide. 

mailto:accommodation@homerton.cam.ac.uk
https://www.cambridgesu.co.uk/whatson/
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This group helps students staying in Cambridge connect with one another and hear about activities organised by 

student volunteers, including winter walks, potlucks, film nights, board games, and more.  

When joining, please include your name and mobile number so everyone knows who’s who. 

Find out more about student-led activities over the winter vacation as well as ideas of things to do in Cambridge SU’s 

Winter Holiday Activities Guide. 

Wolfson College is this year’s ‘Christmas College’. This means Wolfson will warmly welcome students from all 

Cambridge colleges to use its social spaces during the winter vacation. Students are invited to:  

• attend the Christmas Day ‘Bring & Share’ lunch, open to all members of the University 

• use Wolfson’s social areas to play games, watch films, read, study quietly, craft, relax, and meet others  

• attend student-led activities organised through the Winter Vacation volunteers and WhatsApp group 

Wolfson provides a central hub for students who might otherwise feel isolated, helping to create a vibrant and 

supportive winter community. 

 

College events  

To chat with other students remaining in residence over the vacation, join this WhatsApp group. Any College events 

happening will be posted here! https://chat.whatsapp.com/E2znfVGLruJCYa4VZxmeiF 

 

Travel 
If you are looking to travel over the Winter vacation on public transport, please check revised timetables that will be 

in use during this period. Public transport does not run on 25th December. 

Available support 
Health Information for the Winter Vacation 2025-26 

 

Urgent Medical Care  
During the vacation if you need medical advice, please contact your usual GP surgery between 8.30am and 6pm each 

weekday. Outside these times, during the weekend and bank holidays (Christmas Day (25th Dec), Boxing Day (26th 

December) and New Year’s Day (1st January) please call the NHS 111 Service. 

If you have a life-threatening illness, please call 999 for an ambulance but you must alert the Porters’ Lodge so that 

the ambulance crew can be directed to the correct location. 

If you experience a mental health crisis you can access immediate help from a qualified mental health practitioner by 

dialling 111 and selecting option 2 when prompted. 

Call 111 if: 

• you need medical help fast but it's not a 999 emergency  

• you think you need to go to A&E or need another NHS urgent care service  

• you don't know who to call or you don't have a GP to call  

https://www.cambridgesu.co.uk/whatson/winteractivitiesguide/
https://www.cambridgesu.co.uk/events/16989/2173/
https://chat.whatsapp.com/E2znfVGLruJCYa4VZxmeiF
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• you need health information or reassurance about what to do next  

If you are unsure what to do, please contact the Porters’ Lodge (01223 747111). 

Tutors 
If any students need to contact a Tutor urgently during the vacation period, there is a rota of Duty Tutors available – 

please contact the Porters’ Lodge (01223 747111). 

If your own Tutor is not available to assist with a non-urgent but time-sensitive matter, please email 

seniortutor@homerton.cam.ac.uk. 

Wellbeing 

The Wellbeing hub will close at 12pm on 24th December and will re-open at 9am on 2nd January. However, the 
Wellbeing Suite will always be accessible during the Winter vacation period – please ask the Porters for access. 
Normal service will resume on 5th January. 

The Wellbeing Team will have the Ibberson Meeting Room set up with activities, such as board games and crafts for 
students remaining at Homerton over the vacation period between 2-4pm on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
commencing Monday 15th December until Thursday 15th January. If students wish to access the room outside of 
these times, they need to ask the Porters for access. 

Emergencies 
For all emergencies, please contact the Porters’ Lodge (01223 747111) in the first instance who will inform 

appropriate staff members as required.  

Facilities and services 
Catering 
Please note that due to the staff Christmas lunch on Monday, 15th of December, there will be no counter service on 
that day for lunch or dinner, and the buttery will be closed from 11.30am – please plan ahead for this.  

 

If you are in college for the weeks commencing December 8th and December 15th, then you will need to order your 

evening meal on U-Pay in advance. Do this by logging in to your U-Pay account as normal and under “Order Ahead” 
select the button “Evening Meal W/c 8th December” or “Evening Meal W/c 15th December”. Please email 
studentfinance@homerton.cam.ac.uk  if you require assistance. Orders must be received by midday on Friday 5th 
December for evening meals during the W/c 8th December and by midday on Friday 12th December for evening 
meals during the W/c 15th December. On evenings with fewer than 50 orders, we may issue a full refund rather than 
open the dining hall, to ensure we operate sustainably. 

 

Gym 
The Gym in Queen’s Wing will remain open. Please could students refrain from using the weights unless somebody 

else is in the Gym in case of accidents. 

mailto:seniortutor@homerton.cam.ac.uk
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Housekeeping   
There will be no housekeeping services between 24th December and 1st January inclusive. Housekeeping will resume 
on 2nd January. Black bin bags will be provided in the kitchens and Gyp rooms for students for the disposal of any 
rubbish and there will be linen, towels and toilet rolls available at the Porters’ Lodge.  
For any emergency housekeeping issues, please could students contact the Porters’ Lodge who may be able to assist.  

Launderettes 
The launderettes in West House will remain open.  

IT 
The IT Department will be closed from 12pm on 24th December to 1st January inclusive. Any laptops left with the IT 

Department for repair MUST be picked up before 12pm on 24th December.   

The Eduroam wireless service will be running unattended from 12pm on 22nd December to 1st January inclusive. The 

service is normally very stable, and problems are not anticipated, but it will be monitored remotely and any 

problems dealt with where possible. 

Library - Mary Allan Building 
The Library will be open throughout the Winter vacation period (including Christmas Day 25th December and New 
Year’s Day 1st January 2025) to students and staff that currently have access to the building using their University 
card. The Library will be staffed until 12pm on 24th December and will be fully staffed again from 9am on 2nd January. 
Our self-issue machine will allow you to borrow items from the Library during the vacation and jigsaw puzzles, chess 
and other wellbeing activities will also be available. Please note that any email enquiries, book returns or printing 
issues will be dealt with as soon as possible after staff return in January. 

 

Mail 
There will be NO Royal Mail collection between 22nd December and 1st January inclusive. The last collection will be 

Friday 19th December.  

Maintenance 
If there is a serious maintenance issue on site, such as a water or gas leak, students must call 47111 (on call duty 

Porter), or 01223 747111 if dialling externally.  

Porters’ Lodge – Mary Allan Building 
The Porters’ Lodge will be staffed throughout the holiday season, however during the public holidays there will be 

fewer Porters/staff available on duty. 

Tutorial Office  
The Tutorial office will close at 12pm on 24th December and will re-open at 9am on 2nd January. 
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Catering Opening Times for Christmas 
 

 

 

Buttery 

8th – 14th December 

Monday to Friday 8.30am– 5.30pm 

No weekend Service 

 

15th – 21st December 

Monday to Friday 8.30am-4pm 

No weekend Service 

Buttery will close at 11.30 am on 

Monday 15th  

 

22nd – 24th December 

8-4pm  

(11.30am close on 24th) 

 

25th Dec-4th January 

Closed 

 

Mon 5th January 

Open as normal 

 

 

Griffin Bar 

8th – 19th December 

Monday to Sunday 5pm – 11pm 

20th December – 4th January 

Closed 

Mon 6th – 18th January 

Monday- Sunday 5-11pm 

Term time opening hours  

From 19th January 

Servery 

8th – 14th December 

Breakfast - Monday to Friday 7.30am – 9am 

Lunch - Monday to Friday 12pm – 2pm 

Dinner - Monday to Friday 6pm – 7pm  

Pre booking system 

No Weekend Counter Service 

 

15th – 21st December 

Breakfast 7.30am - 9am 

Lunch – 12pm -2pm 

Dinner - Monday to Friday 6pm – 7pm  

Pre booking system 

No Weekend Counter service 

No lunch or dinner on Monday 15th  

 

22nd – 23rd December 

Breakfast 7.30am - 9am 

Lunch – 12pm -2pm 

No Evening Counter Service 

 

24th December  

Breakfast/Brunch 8am – 11am 

 

25th December – 1st January 

Closed 

 

2nd January 

Breakfast 7.30am - 9am 

Lunch – 12pm -2pm 

No Evening Counter Service 

No Weekend Counter service 

 

Mon 5th January 

Open as normal 

 


